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up of the secret recesses of the heart before the world,
the Viceroy and the Congress. If these words of "mine
could not find an echo in their hearts, they would have
been of no use whatsoever to the Viceroy, to the great
English nation or to India. That still remains my sentiment.
If I could not convince the Congress of my attitude, it
would not carry us further. It would have been a wrong
step to take, and hence it was not taken. With that back-
ground I approach this resolution.
I have made repeated statements that I would not be
guilty of embarrassing the British people or the British
Government when their very existence hung in the balance,
that I would not be true to my Satyagraha, would not be
true to non-violence, would not be true to the truth which
I hold dear if I did so, and therefore could nqtf do so. That
very man now stands before you to shoulder the burden
of Satyagraha. Why? There comes a time when a man in
his weakness mistakes vice for virtue; and virtue itself,'
when taken away from its context and from the purpose
for which it was dedicated, becomes vice. I felt that, if I
did not go to the assistance of the Congress and take the
helm even if it be in fear and trembling, I would be untrue
to myself.
I feel that in taking the step that we are doing we
are rendering a great service not only to the Congress but
to the whole of India. And we are rendering a service not
only to the whole of India. History will record—and
Englishmen will be able to grasp this statement some day—
that we rendered help to the English nation, and they will
find that we were true to our salt and had the sanie bravery
and fearlessness of which the Englishman is proud and for
which he is renowned. I, who claim to be a fast friend of
the British people, "will be guilty of unfriendly conduct if,
under a false sense of modesty, or because people may think
otherwise about me, or because Englishmen themselves
will be angry with me, I do not issue a warning that the
yjbrtu€ of self-restraint now becomes vice, because it will
kill the Congress organization, and it will kill the very
spirit which is exercising this restraint. .

